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News from the Environment Agency Pension Fund

1. Welcome

Welcome to the summer edition of your contributing member pension newsletter.

This gives you important news and updates about your pension fund. Our 'Pension
basics' section covers how employer and employee contributions work in the LGPS.

If you'd like to download our newsletter, you'll find a PDF version in our Newsletters
section on our website.

If you have any feedback about the communications we send you, please email us at
Engage@eapf.org.uk
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Annual pension statements

Your latest contributing member annual pension statement will be available soon. 

We’ll email you when it’s ready to view in your EAPF Online pension account by 31
August. If you’ve chosen to receive a paper statement, we’ll post it to your home
address by 31 August.

Your statement will show the pension benefits you’ve built up in the EAPF up to 31
March 2026, along with a projection to your normal pension age (NPA). It also confirms
whether you’ve nominated any beneficiaries and shows if you’re affected by the
McCloud remedy.

To view your statement, you’ll need to register for EAPF Online if you haven’t already.
Once logged in, you can also use the retirement illustrator to model different retirement
dates.

To access your statement, log in to the portal and click ‘Mailbox’.

For help registering for EAPF Online, visit our ‘Your pension online’ page.

For help understanding your statement, read our ‘Your pension statement explained’
guide.

2. News from the EAPF
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Help test the Pensions Dashboard

We’re working with MoneyHelper - a government backed service run by the Money and
Pensions Service - to invite you to test the new MoneyHelper Pensions Dashboard. 

What is the MoneyHelper Pensions Dashboard?

Millions of people in the UK find it hard to keep track of their pensions, making it difficult
to plan for retirement.

The new MoneyHelper Pensions Dashboard will bring information about them together
in one secure place - including the State Pension and any that you may have lost touch
with.

It will show you the value of your pensions today and at retirement, so you can get a
clearer picture of your future finances.

Find out more about Pensions Dashboard

Read more on what's involved and how to sign up

Data protection and AI: Important notice for Fund members

Understanding your pension can feel complicated, and while we work hard to make our
information as clear and accessible as possible, we know that some topics naturally
involve detail.

With the rise of Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools, it might seem tempting to use them to
help explain your pension - but there are important risks you should be aware of before
doing so.

To help our members understand these risks, we’ve recently created a new section on
our website that covers:

Potential risks of using AI
Using AI safely
Helpful resources and support

We would recommend you read this information carefully before using any AI tools to
understand your EAPF pension.

See our AI and your EAPF pension page
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EAPF joins LPPI

In 2015, the government asked the 89 LGPS funds to pool their investments to achieve
greater efficiency and reduce investment management costs. In response, the Brunel
Pension Partnership was established, and EAPF became one of its 10 founding partner
funds.

In 2025, all 8 existing LGPS pools were required to submit business plans demonstrating
how they would meet new government pooling requirements. Brunel’s plan was not
accepted, meaning its 10 partner funds, including the EAPF, needed to identify an
alternative pool. Following this review, the EAPF took the decision to transition to the
award-winning LGPS investment pool, Local Pension Partnership Investments Ltd
(LPPI).

On 1 April 2026, we completed the transition to LPPI. Our new pool brings together
LPPI’s original funds, Lancashire County Pension Fund, the London Pensions Fund
Authority and the Royal County of Berkshire Pension Fund, with 6 funds previously in the
Brunel pool: Devon, Avon, Dorset, Somerset, and Cornwall. 

To learn more about our new pool, visit the LPPI website

3. Investments
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Responsible investment - Sharing our expertise

We’re leaders in responsible investment and use our expertise to contribute to
discussions on sustainability and long-term risk management in the pensions industry.

This year, we published an article through Investors for Purpose explaining how we
define and assess nature risk and climate risk, and how we’re addressing these
challenges through our investment strategy. The article highlights how we’re mitigating
risks while seeking investment opportunities in areas such as climate solutions and
natural capital.

We’ve also contributed to broader discussions on food system resilience through our
affiliation with the Circular Bioeconomy Alliance (CBA), where we’ve helped explore the
role that sustainable land use, nature restoration and innovation can play in building
more resilient agri-food systems.

To learn more about our approach to responsible investment, including our investments
in natural capital and climate solutions, visit our website and LinkedIn page.

Our annual report laid out in parliament

Our EAPF Annual Report and Financial Statements 2025-26 were laid in Parliament in
July following the successful audit by the National Audit Office. This provides all the
financial facts and figures about the EAPF.

The report is a big read – but the key thing for you to know is that the fund is performing
well and is financially secure!

Here are some highlights:

The total value of the Fund’s assets is £5.1bn
We continue to achieve positive outcomes from our investments in tackling climate
change, improving biodiversity and generating strong financial returns
Around 41% of the Fund’s investments are held in UK assets
We were recognised for multiple awards in the year all for our leadership in
Responsible Investment and Natural Capita
The formal funding level ratio (Assets to Liabilities) on 31 March 2025 is securely
over 100% funded

Read our reports
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Improving access and fairness in the LGPS

With effect from 1 April 2026, the Government has introduced changes to the LGPS to
make the Scheme fairer for all members. Some of the improvements will apply
retrospectively.

Our website pages and publications (policies, guidance and factsheets) at
www.eapf.org.uk are currently being updated to reflect the changes to the amended
regulations mentioned below.

Updates began after April 2026 because government guidance containing details to
support the administration of these changes wasn’t released until after the changes took
effect.

What are the changes?

Equalisation of survivor benefits
Removing age restrictions on paying death grant lump sums
Addressing the pensions ‘gap’ that exists between some male and female
members of the LGPS
Changes to contributions when buying back ‘lost pension’ following authorised
absences

Read the full article

4. Pension news
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Update on HM Treasury changes affecting transfer, divorce and
retirement calculations

On 19 May 2026, HM Treasury announced changes to the actuarial assumptions used
for members of public service pension schemes.

This includes the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS), which the EAPF is a fund
of, and meant that the factors used for a range of pension calculations in the LGPS have
recently changed.

These changes affect members who wish to:

Retire before or after their Normal Pension Age (NPA)
Transfer their previous private sector pension rights into their public service
pension scheme (applies to contributing members of the scheme)
Have a Cash Equivalent Transfer Value (CETV) of their pension rights, to
investigate the possibility of transferring their public service pension rights to a
non-public service pension scheme
Have a Cash Equivalent Transfer Value (CETV) of their pension rights for divorce
purposes

Read more about these changes

Annual allowance

The Annual Allowance (AA) limit is set by the Treasury and is currently £60,000 for the
2026/27 tax year. This is the amount by which the value of your pension savings may
increase in any one year without you having to pay a tax charge on your excess pension
savings.

Your personal AA may be less than £60,000 if your taxable income exceeds HMRC limits
or you’ve got money purchase or defined contribution pension rights held in another
pension scheme, where those rights have been taken as ‘flexible benefits’.

Find out more
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Contribution bands from 1 April
2026

On 1 April each year, the pay bands
increase by the same percentage as
pensions increase, which is then rounded
down to the nearest £100.

From 1 April 2026, the employee
contribution bands have increased by
3.8% for the Local Government Pension
Scheme (LGPS). These bands are set
nationally by the LGPS regulations. Our
website is updated each year with the
latest contribution rates so you can see
how much you’ll pay into the Scheme.

See how much it costs

Normal Minimum Pension Age
(NMPA) is increasing to 57

The normal minimum pension age (NMPA)
for members of all pension schemes,
including the EAPF, is increasing from age
55 to 57 on 6 April 2028.

The NMPA is the earliest age at which a
pension scheme member can claim their
pension benefits. Please be aware that the
NMPA doesn’t apply if you have to take
early payment of your pension due to ill
health. You can read more about this by
clicking below.

Read more on the criteria

Inheritance tax on death grant payments

In her first budget, chancellor Rachel Reeves announced that Inheritance Tax will be
charged on some death benefits.

From 6 April 2027, most unused pension funds and death benefit lump sums will be
included within the value of a person’s estate for Inheritance Tax purposes.

Capita, as administrators of the EAPF, will be responsible for reporting and paying any
tax due to His Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC).

Find out more

https://clicks.mail.eapf.org.uk/ct/m20/k1/0UaowcVVTkhY5B-fzYKMzxX1VLEXlp52d1waTFGAZSzDTDQMYrMHhsHylYzpMfeNYqAVvL88sWSOQa1_zw5lR4yKYxvkJn6Xr7JoBn3T9vxbhdRLz6wxLQMpjarN7-Bc/P8iSDEk3ZjZWcMB
https://clicks.mail.eapf.org.uk/ct/m20/k1/yBrDITmsnusBfLlH4FNU2jD-QfS1A40SRG3lSlyKU6H90sMniNKoyTuNIAVwxR2OBHls_dHB0uNGMF7BNzE8xLN-4ilc_eq-LWGpVxj6BOiMzFk-X61cRT4pWT9221Tf/ZUFmr5CJy6UsrGY
https://clicks.mail.eapf.org.uk/ct/m20/k1/s5my26lAjk6NUSwQh9rKiiyQFb0h-NnZjgtcPYIoo3Xmh7BIuBnfOm4Lz-e5q1wEKSsLWXdpqUppxnMVKhZ_PyxQ8AEkIFZjt-GzWQOMw0V8nRro-Qq5xFScA9qMHq0_/22pDFFw7Bp5MMGy


Pension confusion? Let's clear it up

The EAPF, is a fund of the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) and is an
attractive benefit for employees for many reasons. One appealing aspect of the pension
scheme is this financial commitment from your employer, who, through their
contributions to the Pension Fund, ensures that your pension is funded appropriately.

There are 2 main types of pension arrangements: Defined Benefit (DB) and Defined
Contribution (DC). These are quite different, but we’re fortunate that the LGPS is a DB
arrangement.

With a DB pension arrangement like the EAPF, there are many rules which govern the
Scheme. You get a set income when you retire, based on your earnings and how long
you’ve been a member. This means you can work out in advance roughly how much
you’ll receive (depending on your estimated pay on leaving), giving you more peace of
mind about your retirement.

Read more about defined benefit schemes

5. Pension basics
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We're changing our member contact options

From 1 January 2027, the ways you can contact us will change.

From this date, we’re planning to close our pension enquiries email address at
info@eapf.org.uk

Instead, all members who need to contact us can get in touch in the following ways:

Sign into your EAPF Online account and complete our secure contact form
Telephone the helpline on 0800 121 6593 or +44 333 241 2693 (if you’re
overseas)
Write to EA Pensions Team, Capita, 11B Lingfield Point, Darlington, DL1 1AX

Why are we making this change?

We’re doing this because using the portal encrypts and securely stores your information,
while using email to contact us puts you at risk of phishing and cyber-attacks.

The overriding reason for this change is to strengthen security and to protect your data.

Read more on what you should do

Contributing member webinars 2026

We’ll be hosting our popular live pension webinars between October and November this
year.

Sessions will include our most popular topics - new starters, increasing your benefits,
planning for retirement, how the EAPF invests, and pension basics.

Watch out for our Pension Awareness Week series campaign in September which will
give you all the details you need about the session dates, times and how to book a
place.

Pension awareness week

This year’s national campaign will be between 14 and 18 September 2026.  Organisers
are again hosting their live shows from 15 September, which you will need to register
for.

Watch out for our own ‘EAPF Pension awareness’ email campaign series next month
where you can find out what challenge the national campaigners are setting for this
year’s focus. We’ll also have confirmation and booking links for our EAPF Pensions
webinar series and more!

Visit the official pension awareness website

6. Communications
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Nominate your loved ones on EAPF online

One of the most important and valued benefits of being an EAPF member is that your
loved ones are covered financially in the event of your death. The Scheme provides
valuable protection for your dependants, whether you die before or after you retire.

You can decide who you wish your lump sum death grant to be paid to by completing an
'Expression of wish' nomination form. The easiest way to do this is on EAPF Online, your
personal pension portal.

Once you’re registered online, log in and click ‘My Nomination’. After making a
nomination online, you can easily see who you’ve nominated and also update or delete
your nominations at a time that suits you!

The amount that may be payable depends on certain criteria and whether you’re a
contributing, deferred or pensioner member. For more details on the types of death
grants payable, visit www.eapf.org.uk/dgnom

Register or log in to EAPF online

www.eapf.org.uk

portal.eapf.org.uk

0800 121 6593

+44 333 241 2693 (Overseas)

@EAPensionfund
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